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Good evening President Ervin and members of the County Council.
My name is Reva Gambrell. I am the Springbrook Cluster Coordinator and I will be
speaking on behalf of the five middle schools of the Northeast Consortium (NEC):
Benjamin Banneker, Briggs Chaney, William H. Farquhar, Francis Scott Key, and White
Oak.
Tonight I am representing a “commonality of purpose” for the NEC Middle School
community. Our common purpose is to advocate for the best possible learning
environment for all of our children. An important component to an effective learning
environment is the physical location where the learning takes place.
In the NEC there have been several improvements to our learning environments:
-

Francis Scott Key – At Francis Scott Key the community recently welcomed the
completion of a beautiful new school. We thank you for the completion of this
beautiful facility.

-

Benjamin Banneker MS – At Benjamin Banneker a building modification was
made to support their Learning for Independence (LFI) program.

-

White Oak MS – At White Oak a building modification was made to support
their art program (FAC lab conversion into an art room).

We are grateful for this support. However, there is still more work to be done.
The most immediate concerns are recurring physical location maintenance issues and
safety. Addressing system wide renewal projects will improve the concerns listed below.
Under the Restroom and Heating/Ventilation/Air Conditioning category:

Restrooms and HVAC
- Briggs Chaney – At Briggs Chaney the HVAC is difficult to maintain and to
regulate. This has been an issue for the past 10 years. The school requests repairs
to ensure their school has an environment conducive to teaching and learning.
Their bathrooms have a ventilation issue. The boy’s restrooms have recurring
plumbing backups. Students frequently note the bathroom issues as a problem in
the school climate survey.
Under the Security and Safety category:
Security and Safety
- Briggs Chaney – At Briggs Chaney there is a need for outside security
cameras. There have been a few incidents of graffiti vandalism for which police
reports were filed and cases remain open.
- William Farquhar - At William Farquhar the school community continues to
ask that traffic concerns be addressed at Batchellors Forest Road. There is also a
lighting issue at the school. Upgraded lighting is requested as replacement parts
are unavailable. As a result of the lighting issues, safety and effectiveness of the
learning environment is compromised.
Fully funding the Capital Budget will help to ensure that these concerns will be addressed
by MCPS. In addition, the Northeast Consortium fully supports the MCCPTA Resolution
on the FY 2012 CIP Budget and Amendments to the FY 2011-16 CIP and MCCPTA
Resolution on the Restroom Renovation Project in the FY 2011-2016 Capital
Improvement Program.
In closing, I would like to reiterate our appreciation for the work completed in the NEC
community. We look forward to the continued progress to be made.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the NEC Middle Schools.
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